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Though I have fallen, I will rise.
Though I sit in darkness, the LORD will be my light.

Micah 7:8



Shalom,
My friends, this past year was full of events we never could have imagined.

Of course, we all know the entire world changed on October 7. And 
especially here in Israel, our reality dramatically shifted, in shocking 
and devastating ways.

I’ve painfully reflected on how much has been asked of each person here in 
Israel, and it's heartbreaking. We have all had to contend with the fact that 
Israel is in a war for our survival. We all witnessed friends and family being 
brutally taken or killed by Hamas terrorists. And we all have loved ones 
risking their lives to protect us. The entire country has been affected in a 
deep, lasting way.

Meanwhile, war continues in Ukraine, causing more heartbreak, loss, 
displacement, and uncertainty. So many vulnerable people in this troubled 
region of the world are suffering and in need.

But through it all, there has been a shining light. You—our millions of 
Christian and Jewish friends—show the Jewish people they’re not alone, 
through prayer and action. And as anti-Semitism is dramatically on the rise 
across the globe, your support is needed even more.

Once again, the Jewish people are going through a very hard time. But this 
time, we're not alone.

Thank God for the dedicated friends who say to us: we support you and we 
love you. You’ve raised your voice and let the world know that you strongly 
stand with the Jewish people—and you’ve done this through your support of 
IFCJ Canada.

Together, we’ve touched the lives of so many Jewish people in need by 
bringing them lifesaving comfort, care, and the chance to make aliyah.    
And we are only more committed to our mission during dark times like this.     
We are going into the war zones, on the ground, with our volunteers, ready 
to support, and comfort the people of Israel. And the message is clear: 
that Christians and Jews are standing together.

So thank you, my friends. Thank you for shining God’s light, protecting 
God’s Holy Land and His people with your steadfast commitment and faith.

With blessings from the Holy Land,

Yael Eckstein
President
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Poverty
_______________________________________

12,000 elderly provided with
basic needs to fight poverty 

774,000 meals and
food boxes distributed

24,000 children and families
received food, medicine, clothing,
or financial assistance

Aliyah
_______________________________________

1,289 olim (immigrants)
made aliyah (immigrated to Israel)

Bridge Building
_______________________________________

24,000 people across Canada
supported our mission in 2023

5,100 people engaged in
quarterly prayer services

6,900 prayer requests taken to
the Western Wall in Jerusalem

IFCJ
CANADA’S
2023
IMPACT
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Thank you for answering God’s call to feed

the hungry and bless Israel and her people. 

Together, we provided lifesaving food, care, and 

support for Jewish people in need in war-torn 

Israel and Ukraine, as well as around the world. 

In total, we provided basic needs and support to 

more than 1 million people.

Poverty
More than 4,000 olim
(immigrants) made aliyah
(immigrated to Israel)
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

Assisted 5,000 olim
(immigrants) with klitah
(resettlement) expenses
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

16,000 people
engaged in monthly prayer services
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

45 countries
served by our programming 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

4 global offices —

in Israel, the United States,
Canada, and South Korea

1 million people
provided with basic needs to
fight poverty 
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

40 soup kitchens
in Israel distributed 2.5 million
meals and hundreds of thousands
of food boxes throughout the year
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

768,000 children
and families received food,
medicine, clothing, or financial
assistance in Israel

IMPACT

THE FELLOWSHIP’S
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The October 7 Hamas massacre in southern
Israel was the greatest loss of Jewish lives in
a single day since the Holocaust. The nation 
still mourns for those lost and those held 
captive in Gaza. Communities are destroyed, 
and the people of Israel still live in threat of 
attack. In the face of these threats, your 
support and solidarity shows the Jewish 
people they are not alone.

Impact:
________________________________
More than 2,500 vouchers were
provided to elderly individuals and families
for the purchase of basic necessities like
food, clothing, and hygiene products.
These vouchers were distributed to people 
evacuated from their communities
following the attacks on October 7.  

O U R
E M E R G E N C Y
R E S P O N S E

You Are Her Ray of Light

“God heard my prayers and saved us. Every time [the terrorists] tried to break down
the door, I chanted the ‘Shema Yisrael’ (Hear, O Israel) prayer, and God heard me.”

That’s Tamar, an 83-year-old woman who was visiting her daughter in the south
of Israel on Kibbutz Kfar Aza for Simchat Torah, the Jewish holiday meaning

“rejoicing in the Torah,” when her daughter’s kibbutz was invaded by Hamas. 

Prayer saw her through October 7, as they were forced to hide in their safe room for
36 hours. On that day, the terrorists broke into their home, and they shot at their safe room

lock to pry it open. Her grandson held the door; and he was badly injured when they
started shooting. They could smell the kibbutz burning. “They almost succeeded,

but then just before they entered our IDF soldiers arrived,” says Tamar.

“It's a miracle,” says Tamar. “The prayers and the Book of Psalms kept us alive.”

The Fellowship is also an answer to her prayers. “I bless each and every one of you,”
she says. “You have allowed me to buy food for three years now. The phone calls

and gifts for the holidays are like a ray of light in my life.”
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Thank you for answering God’s call to
feed the hungry and bless Israel and her 
people. Together, we provided lifesaving 
food, care, and support for Jewish people 
in need in war-torn Israel and Ukraine,
as well as around the world. In total,
IFCJ Canada provided basic needs and 
support to more than 78,000 people.

Impact in Israel:
________________________________

6,400 elderly and Holocaust
survivors in Israel received basic needs.

Over 755,000 hot meals were served
to needy people through 24 soup kitchens
across Israel.

12,000 impoverished families
assisted with food and financial aid to
observe the sacred holidays of Passover
and Rosh Hashanah. 

8,800 children who were displaced
or living in shelters were given clothing
and backpacks containing essential
school supplies for the school year. 

Over 2,400 at-risk children and youth
benefited from educational, social, and
mentorship programs, with an additional
70 youth with severe disabilities receiving
hands-on vocational training.

O U R
P O V E R T Y
P R O G R A M

Strength to Keep Going
Born into a big Jewish family in a small rural village in Ukraine, Riva’s 
earliest memories are fleeing Nazi terror for the Caucasus Mountains. 

“And now the Hamas terrorists are chasing us and killing
Jews again,” Riva tells us.

Riva made aliyah from Ukraine in 1991, settling in Sderot in
southern Israel. “There have been many rounds of fighting while

I’ve lived in the city,” she says, “but nothing has come close to
what it has been like here since October 7.”

“I saw them in the street, with their faces covered, guns drawn," she adds.

Frightened, this frail 86-year-old woman did the only thing she
could—she “laid down on the floor for seven hours because I was

afraid they would see I was home.”

Riva survived that day, as she had survived the Holocaust.
And IFCJ Canada provided her with much-needed food, which gives

this precious elderly Jewish woman the strength to keep going.
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Thanks to IFCJ Canada, every 
month I receive a large box of 
groceries. I don’t have to worry 
anymore about whether I have 
enough food until the end of the 
month. This is very important
to me. Thank you for coming to 
visit me for the holiday and 
lighting Hanukkah candles
with me. I believe that the 
miracle of God supports our 
people. Thank you.”

Svetlana, an 82-year-old Holocaust 

survivor and beneficiary receiving

Hanukkah aid

With delight and joy in my 
heart, I thank IFCJ Canada 
donors. Thanks to your 
monthly help, I can afford to 
buy those products that I 
could not afford before. Now 
there are fruits, dairy, and 
fish in my refrigerator. I feel 
calmer in my soul, from the 
fact that I am being 
protected by you.”

Hana, an 89-year-old beneficiary 

receiving a Shavuot holiday gift kit
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As impoverished Jews in Ukraine struggle 

with the harsh reality of an ongoing war, 

your support gives life and hope to this 

vulnerable community – including 

Holocaust survivors – that has

suffered so much.

Impact in the FSU:
________________________________

6,000 elderly and Holocaust survivors 

in the FSU received basic needs.

243,027 hours of home care were

provided to assist frail elderly with basic

activities of daily living, such as bathing,

laundry, cleaning, and cooking, averaging

6 hours per person per week.

1,800 impoverished elderly and 

families were assisted with food and 

financial aid to observe the sacred 

holidays of Passover and Rosh Hashanah.

460 Jewish children in Ukraine

received relief, including case 

management, material support, 

emergency assistance, school support,

and socialization activities. 

O U R
P O V E R T Y
P R O G R A M

‘God Bless You’
Nina is an 84-year-old Holocaust survivor who lives alone in a small village in Ukraine.

“I am old, no one is helping me grow vegetables in my garden,” she says, explaining how it’s
physically difficult to grow her own food like she did when she was younger and stronger.

But life has always been a struggle for Nina. She remembers her childhood was taken from
her because of World War II. When she was only four months old, just a baby, the Nazis

entered her village. “They took my father. The Nazis gathered all the men in a field and shot 
them all. My father is buried in a mass grave in the outskirts of our village,” Nina tells us.

Nina also remembers feeling hungry in her childhood; now, in her elderly years,
she’s living through another war and another time of hunger. Still, this faithful
woman puts her trust in God. “I believe in God; I pray every day,” she tells us.

Thankfully, IFCJ Canada is here to make sure she’s not forgotten and that her
prayers are answered by you and Fellowship friends around the world. “I feel so

happy to have people coming over to visit me,” says Nina. “Thank you for
listening to me. Thank you for this food. God bless you.”
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Your visit just five days before the
holiday brightens my day and gives

me strength and faith … I am surviving 
thanks to your support. God bless you all.” 

Biana, a 74-year-old woman in Odesa, Ukraine

We were in trouble then, especially
during the winter months. We had no 

water or electricity, so we couldn’t cook. 
But thanks to IFCJ Canada, we got

through the winter somehow. I received 
emergency financial help as well as food.”

Lyudmila says about the war last winter in Ukraine 

and grateful for the continued winter warmth aid

I cannot even express how much I appreciate
the help and attention I get from IFCJ Canada.

It really touches my heart. People who are
total strangers come and assist me.

It makes me feel alive and less lonely.”
Lina, 88-year-old woman in Moldova
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For millennia, Jewish people around the 

world have faced anti-Semitism. Today, 

anti-Semitism is on the rise, especially after 

the October 7 attacks. But in Israel, the Jewish 

people find refuge and hope, where they can 

live and worship freely as Jews. Together, we 

answer the prayers of the most vulnerable 

who wouldn’t have the support or finances to 

begin new lives on their own. IFCJ Canada 

shines God’s light and helps bring His people 

home – thanks to our supporters.

O U R
A L I Y A H
P R O G R A M

Expressing Their Identity Proudly
We were not afraid to come to Israel during wartime,” says Daniel, a new olim who

made aliyah with his son, Emiliano, thanks to the help of IFCJ Canada. Emiliano, who lives
with disabilities, will also be taken care of by Israel’s first-rate education and medical systems.

Although Daniel is devastated by the horror of October 7, he can also see the hope
and resilience of the people in the Holy Land, and wouldn’t want to live anywhere else

in the world. He was deeply worried about the frequent exposure his son had to
anti-Semitic attitudes in South America.

It’s difficult to imagine living where your faith isn’t accepted, but Daniel tells us the
heartbreaking reality in their country of origin: “My son came back home from school

telling me he had heard mean things about Jews during recess.”

“It is painful, but it reinforces our conviction that Israel ... is perhaps the
only place where we can express our identity proudly and in peace.” 
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1,289 Jewish olim were given rescue on
Fellowship aliyah flights from Ukraine, Belarus, Brazil

and a stipend to build their new lives in the Holy Land.

We lived on the 10th floor and every time there was an alarm
I grabbed Kseniia by the arms and we ran ten floors down to
the bomb shelter. That was scary. I told Kseniia that it's like a 

game where the goal is to get to the shelter as quickly as 
possible. Recently, power outages started and we were 

constantly sitting in the dark. You can’t go on living like this.
I want a good future for my daughter. I want her to laugh,

meet children her age, and meet new friends.”

Serhii, a father on making aliyah with his family
to escape war-torn Ukraine
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IFCJ Canada builds bridges of faith between 

Christians and Jews through shared biblical 

values and education on the Jewish roots of 

the Christian faith. Our ministry is always 

growing stronger with each partnership

we create based in shared faith values and 

love for Israel.

Impact:
________________________________

24,000 people across Canada
supported our mission in 2023

5,100 people engaged in quarterly
prayer services in 2023

6,900 prayer requests taken to the
Western Wall in Jerusalem in 2023

12,000 followers on our IFCJ Canada
social pages in 2023

112,000 engagements, reaching
558.4 thousand people from our
IFCJ Canada social efforts in 2023

S U P P O R T I N G
F E L L O W S H I P
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I have no house to return to and I think that I will never be able

to return because the place I love so much has been destroyed.

Many people have volunteered to help us, and IFCJ Canada was

one of the first that provided us with significant assistance that

will help us pick up the broken pieces and start over again.”

Batya, an evacuee from the south after October 7

I look at Yael and see a sincere desire to 
help all of us elderly who find themselves 

in a difficult situation. She wants to change 
our lives for the better and give hope

for life. I feel not just support, I feel the
love of lots of people by whose grace

I live now. I love you all.”

Yuliana, a 92-year-old Holocaust survivor in Moldova

I couldn’t celebrate the holiday without
this assistance from IFCJ Canada. Thank 
you for remembering me and taking care 
of me when I’m in need. Thanks to you,

I will have a happy holiday. Thank you!”

Sibo, an elderly woman celebrates Rosh Hashanah
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REVENUE                                                                2023                       2022 

Donor Contributions    

    Restricted $7,456,084  $6,746,787  

    Unrestricted  $7,846,602   $7,322,374  

Operating Grant $402,330   $400,787  

Interest Income $52,094   $36,321  

TOTAL REVENUE $15,757,110   $14,506,269  

    

EXPENSES                                                              2023                       2022

Programs    

    Guardians of Israel  $5,021,003   $4,363,466  

    Isaiah 58  $2,650,000   $3,310,000  

    On Wings of Eagles  $1,645,729   $1,903,433  

    Fellowship  $53,975   $15,492  

    Education Outreach Program $20,000   $-    

Total Programs $9,390,707   $9,592,391  

    

Operating Expenses    

    Fundraising  $4,005,755   $4,105,731  

    Management and Administration  $1,296,063   $1,295,679  

Total Operating Expenses $5,301,818   $5,401,410  

TOTAL EXPENSES $14,692,525   $14,993,801  

EXCESS (DEFICIENCY) OF
REVENUE OVER EXPENSES $1,064,585   $(487,532) 

2023 Board
of Directors:

Yael Eckstein
President

Mark Climie-Elliot
Chairman of the Board

Karen Willson
Treasurer

Igor Korenzvit
Secretary

Robin Van Etten
Director

Rabbi N. Daniel Korobkin
Director

Henry Schnurbach
Director

Jacob Schimmel
Director
___________________

Jackie Gotwalt
Executive Director

53%  Guardians of Israel

28%  Isaiah 58

18%  On Wings of Eagles

1%  Fellowship

Expenses

Programs

64%
27%

9%

Programs

Fundraising

Management and
Administration

FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR YEAR 2023
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P.O. Box 670, Station K, Toronto, ON M4P 2H1 
888.988.4325    www.ifcj.ca
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