
For you make me glad by your deeds, LORD;
I sing for joy at what your hands have done.

— Psalm 92:4
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Shalom,
Together, we hit a milestone in 2021. 

Supported by friends like you, the International Fellowship of Christians and 
Jews of Canada (IFCJ Canada) helped even more people than we ever have 
in previous years, reaching more than 1 million people in need across the 
globe. As I look back, I am so inspired by the fact that we came together as 
Christians and Jews to build bridges, to bless Israel, and to create a strong 
community of lifesaving support. Together, we played a key role as the 
boots on the ground in Israel, Ukraine, and throughout the countries of the 
former Soviet Union (FSU), delivering aid quickly and efficiently despite all 
challenges.

When tragedy struck in May 2021 in the Holy Land, you were standing 
faithfully by the people of Israel by sending emergency funds to keep them 
safe and deliver food to them while their lives were at risk. When winter 
storms made it difficult for elderly and Holocaust survivors to buy groceries 
or heat their homes, you stepped in to provide winter assistance, making 
sure no elderly person was forgotten. When impoverished families struggled 
in the wake of the economic crisis caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, you 
stood strong and supported these people in need. And you provided over  
$2.6 million CAD in aid to Jewish communities in need in the FSU.

No matter what challenges came up this past year, you never fell short in 
your passionate support for Israel’s people. You are truly remarkable. I am 
so humbled to watch as The Fellowship fulfills its role as the largest provider 
of humanitarian aid in Israel, all because you continue to come together to 
answer God’s call in Isaiah to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and shelter 
the poor.

I hope that as you read through these pages of our 2021 Annual Report, 
you are reminded of how special our mission is, how many miracles God 
performs through us, and how much you’ve blessed God’s people in need.

With deep gratitude, and blessings from the Holy Land,

Yael Eckstein
President

From the President

Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to 
provide the poor wanderer with shelter — when you  
see the naked, to clothe them . . . ? — Isaiah 58:7
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2021 Your Impact

728 backpacks 
were distributed 
along with school 
supplies to children in 
Israel

8,200 children who were 
displaced or living in homeless 
shelters were given clothing cards 
for the school year
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1,781 olim (immigrants) made aliyah 
(immigrated to Israel)
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709,380 hot meals 
served in soup kitchens 
in Israel
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Prayer requests taken 
to the Western Wall — 
3,100
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339,694 hours of home care 
to assist frail elderly with basic 
activities of daily living, such as 
bathing, laundry, and cleaning

Ph
ot

o:
 A

vi
sh

a
g 

Sh
a

a
r-

Ya
sh

u
v

11,268 impoverished families 
received food cards to observe the 
sacred holidays of Passover and Rosh 
Hashanah
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4,750 Israelis were provided with 
heating cards to keep warm in the 
frigid cold
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Nekadam was never ashamed of 
her Jewish heritage. “Jews kept 
the faith throughout centuries,” 
she says proudly. Despite the 
challenges, she and her family 
managed to build a thriving 
Jewish community in the former 
Soviet Union, and, for many 
years, Nekadam was happy 
there. But, in her heart, she 
longed for Israel. 

She lost her husband many 
years ago. Then one of her 
daughters died too, after a 
long and painful struggle with 
cancer. “In the past, I could 
never imagine leaving the 
house where I lived for almost 
my entire life,” Nekadam 
recently admitted, “but now 
that Izabella is gone, there is 
nothing left for me here.”

At 77, she had just one 
remaining wish — “I prayed to 
God that He would give me the 
strength to complete the journey 
to Israel and reunite with my 
one remaining daughter.”

It wasn’t an easy journey. 
Nekadam could barely walk 
and had no family to help make 
preparations. So IFCJ Canada 
stepped in, arranging for 
Nekadam’s son-in-law to come 
all the way from the Holy Land 
and accompany her on her 
Freedom Flight. 

“The Fellowship’s assistance was 
a beacon of light in my life,” she 
confesses. “It is only thanks to 
their help I will be reunited with 
my daughter in Israel.”

Thank you for helping make 
that joyful reunion possible.

Your steadfast support is a lifeline for 
Holocaust survivors like Oleg, 84, and his 
wife, Yevgenia, 81, who say the “hunger, 
illnesses, and the lack of everything” they 
remember from WWII is all too similar to 
what is happening now in Ukraine.

“I never thought we were going to live,” 
Yevgenia says. But when war broke out in 
Ukraine, they were trapped. “We survived 
thanks to volunteers who brought us some 
bread and other food,” she recalls. With 
help from IFCJ Canada, they escaped on a 
Freedom Flight to safety.

From there, you brought them to the Holy 
Land. Just in time for their 60th wedding 
anniversary, they are finally safe, and finally 
home. 

Because of you, Oleg and Yevgenia will live 
out their final years in peace and freedom. 
“We never thought we’d find ourselves in 
Israel at our age, but here we are.”

Thank you for giving this elderly couple that 
opportunity.

Joyful Reunions Made PossibleYou Are Their Rescuer
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You Haven’t Forgotten Her

Shoshana’s entire family died in the 
Holocaust. But Shoshana survived. And 
she’s still a survivor today at age 100. 
This sweet elderly woman lives with her 
handicapped daughter. Until the  
COVID-19 pandemic, the two visited an 
IFCJ Canada soup kitchen for their meals 
each day. Now, the soup kitchen delivers 
meals to their home. And when a storm in 

Jerusalem caused temperatures to 
plummet, IFCJ Canada President  
Yael Eckstein stopped by with food, 
a blanket, and a radiator to heat 
Shoshana’s small apartment. She was 
so grateful to know people around the 
world love her and her daughter, and 
they haven’t forgotten them.

When it comes to caring for Holocaust survivors, we must act now. So many have 
been cruelly forgotten in their final years, as they struggle to live off incomes that 
are insufficient to cover even their basic needs.

This is why our commitment to “never forget” remains stronger than ever as we find, 
rescue, and remember these precious survivors. When brutal winter storms hit in 
Israel, we are on the ground delivering essential aid. Together, we remind them they 
are not forgotten.

Even to your old age and gray hairs I am he, 
I am he who will sustain you. I have made 

you and I will carry you; I will sustain  
you and I will rescue you. — Isaiah 46:4
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1,334 Elderly received 
medicine and emergency aid

Finding Hope After Decades Thanks to Your Generosity . . . 

3,952 Elderly received food cards and food packages

578 Elderly in the FSU were 
provided with winter assistance to keep 
warm in the frigid cold.
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When IFCJ Canada found Yuri in Ukraine, we learned he’d 
spent nearly eight decades living in horrific conditions. We 
found him in complete desperation and wasting away. Yuri 
survived the Vinnitsa Ghetto as a boy, only to be living in 
abject poverty in his old age today. But with the help of 
Fellowship friends around the world, Yuri now lives in a 
nursing home where he has found not only healthy food and 
the warm touch of others, but also the most precious gift of 
all — hope. He loves telling Fellowship staff about his favourite 
books and plays. After having spent so many years without 
experiencing love or care, this precious Holocaust survivor is 
now reminded every day how much God loves him —  
because of you.
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Celine and David knew moving to 
Israel would ensure their four children 
would be protected and able to live and 
worship as God intended: “I dream 
about the moment when our son will go 
to school and be able to wear his kippah 
and tzitzit (traditional Jewish skullcap 
and ritual fringes) in peace and quiet. 

We plan to live happily and to live as 
Jews,” says Celine. And, thanks to you, 
The Fellowship was with them during 
their aliyah every step of the way. “We’d 
like to thank The Fellowship for all the 
help they have given us with this life-
changing move.”

Since our founding, IFCJ Canada has helped more than 12,700 Jews from all over the 
world make aliyah. We are committed to giving them the chance to live freely in Israel. 
Too often, they’ve had to keep their Jewish identity a secret or have lost touch with 
Jewish traditions. So whenever a Fellowship Freedom Flight touches down in the Holy 
Land, these people are allowed to reclaim their Jewish identities and find a new life of 
opportunity in Israel — an answer to their prayers! 

He brought us to this place and  
gave us this land, a land flowing  

with milk and honey.
— Deuteronomy 26:9

Dreaming of This Moment
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Your faithful support 
brought 1,781 olim to the 
Holy Land to start their 
new lives! 

“Who would have believed that war 
would break out?” Natalia asks sadly. 
“I did not believe Russia would attack 
Ukraine.” 

But then it happened. Natalia, her 
husband, Sergei, and their seven-year-
old daughter, Elizabetha, were trapped.

“We lived in very difficult conditions — 
without water, gas, electricity, and without 
the possibility of communicating with the 
outside world,” she recalls. Then Sergei 
was killed in a rocket attack.

“We were not allowed to see his body, 
we do not even know where he is 
buried,” Natalia says. But just when all 

seemed hopeless, IFCJ Canada was able 
to get Natalia and Elizabetha out of 
Ukraine with humanitarian visas.

Your support is saving lives in Ukraine 
every day. 

“There are many cases like that of 
Natalia and Sergei — heartbreaking 
stories of people who lost everything in 
an instant,” says IFCJ Canada President 
Yael Eckstein. “We are proud to be at 
the forefront of helping our brothers and 
sisters immigrate to Israel.” 

Thank you for helping to bring them 
home!

Safely in Israel Because of You
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Clap your hands,  
all you nations;  
shout to God with  
cries of joy. 
— Psalm 47:1

Nona, an 82-year-old Holocaust survivor, lives 
in a small apartment on the third floor of a 
rundown building in the Holy Land. It’s very 
difficult for Nona to walk down the stairs as she 
grows weaker and slowly loses her vision. Most 
days, she’s confined to her home. However, when 
we visited Nona for Hanukkah, we saw the joy 
on this sweet Holocaust survivor’s face as she lit 
the menorah candles: “Thank you so much for 
remembering me and bringing light to my house. 
This is a holiday of miracles. Your being here is 
a miracle for me.” Today, Nona is comforted by 
visits from her Fellowship friends. They bring 
her food and assistance, and make sure she isn’t 
forgotten. “Your visits brighten up my day,” she 
says with a smile.

You Are Her Miracle

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic and economic crisis, we 
ramped up our efforts to make sure 
we reached all those in need for the 
holiday season. In 2021, your support 

helped us enable 11,268 impoverished 
families in Israel to properly observe the 
sacred Jewish holidays.
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For the children of Israel, you provided . . . 

• 728 backpacks filled with school supplies for children 
in Israel

• 65 children living with disabilities received training for 
functional independence. 

The Children of Israel
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Anat is an Israeli mother of seven young 
children between the ages of one and 
nine years old. She had trouble sleeping 
at night when she and her husband Eran 
almost reached the point of not being 
able to provide basic needs for their 
children because of the financial impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Their problems started when Anat’s 
father, the “backbone of the family,” was 
diagnosed with cancer. There were times 
when she thought there was no hope for 
him, but by a miracle he survived. Still, the 
cancer left him weak and in need of care. 

“We had no choice but to close the 
family butcher shop after operating 
successfully for five years,” says Anat. 
Left with no livelihood, the married 
couple experienced deep fear that they 
might not be able to pay the bills... they 
might not even be able to afford food.

IFCJ Canada immediately provided 
the family with vouchers so they could 
purchase basic needs and pay their bills. 
And this has given them hope: “My 
husband and I still haven’t given up on 
the dream that one day we will be able 
to reopen the business.”

191818



Thank You

Grateful to You
“I look at my brother and sister, and I thank 
God for their health and happiness. As 
their oldest sibling, I feel responsible for 
their well-being. I am deeply grateful to The 
Fellowship for taking us in and giving us a 
warm and loving home.” 

 —  Yuri, 18, an orphan at an IFCJ Canada-
supported children’s home

Bringing Joy
“I love the days that the Fellowship 
representative comes to visit. It brings me 
so much joy. The food and medication have 
made my life so much easier. Thank you for 
coming into my life and treating me with 
kindness and companionship  
in my old age.” 

 — Maya, 85, a recipient of our  
Rosh Hashanah assistance

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;  
his love endures forever — Psalm 106:1 

We feel so privileged to hear kind words of thanks from the people we help, and to hear how your 
compassionate support for Israel’s people has strengthened them during challenging times. Here 
are just some of their expressions of gratitude:

Staying Warm
“This winter blanket will keep 
me warm on cold nights. 
Thank you from the bottom  
of my heart for this gift.” 

 —  Ilia, 75, a recipient of  
our winter assistance  
in Israel

Coming Home
“We came to Israel from 
Ukraine five years ago with 
the help of The Fellowship. 
You helped us with our first 
steps in Israel, and we already 
feel completely Israeli!” 

 — Olga, a new olim and 
mother

Never Forget
“Our stories must live on so 
that our people never forget 

. . . thank you for taking the 
time to listen.”

 — Asya, a Holocaust survivor
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Financial Statement for 2021

Expenses

72%  Programs

23%      Fundraising

5%  Administration

Programs

51%  Guardians of Israel

30%  Isaiah 58

18%  On Wings of Eagles

1%  Education & Outreach

2021 Board of Directors
Yael Eckstein 
President

Mark Climie-Elliott
Chair

Mariana Baben
Director

Peter Chung
Director

Igor Korenzvit
Director

Rabbi Daniel N. Korobkin
Director

Jacob Schimmel
Director

Henry Schnurbach
Director

Robin Van Etten
Director

REVENUE 2021 2020

Restricted Contributions $6,412,156 $5,294,197

Unrestricted Contributions $6,750,528 $6,243,080

TOTAL REVENUE $13,162,684  $11,537,277

EXPENSES 2021 2020

Programs

    Guardians of Israel $4,578,004  $3,042,346

    Isaiah 58 $2,650,223 $2,549,999

    On Wings of Eagles $1,637,996 $1,982,641

    Education & Outreach $79,502  $50,587

Fundraising $2,867,451 $2,257,859

Administration $704,502 $826,380

TOTAL EXPENSES $12,552,676  $10,709,812

EXCESS OF REVENUE OVER EXPENSES $610,008  $827,465

You can be confident that your donations to IFCJ Canada are being used 
conscientiously to do the most good for Israel and Jewish people in need 
around the world. 

IFCJ Canada regularly submits our financial information to Canada’s 
most established and respected charity watchdog organization — Charity 
Intelligence Canada — and we work hard to receive the highest grades 
possible for accountability and transparency, and to constantly improve. It’s 
only through the generosity of our supporters that we’re able to do the work 
that we do.

IFCJ Canada is a charity you can trust. 
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